Interned ‘Huns Make Up a “Little Pl‘USSla

Kaiserism Ram pant
in Utah Detention

Pen, Prisoner Writes,
Due Wholly to In-
mates’ Own Desires

By ERICH BRANDEIS,
Prisoner of War No. 951. *
. CHAPTER 1.
N o giant kettle formed by the Wasateh
vanga of mountains lies a strauge
Ittle commonwealth. Its borders are a
donble barbed wire lenee, its ruler a
Unitedd States Colonel, its prime minister
» Licutenant-Colonel, .Officially the set-
tlement is known as the Third United
Stater War Prison, Fort Donglas, Utal;
ils mbobitants eall it Little Germany.

If you eould live in Liltle Germany
n fow weeks, il you could nssociate wilh
its popubition, sce the men at work and
al play, bear Lheir conversations and
study their characters, vou wonld readily
oblag a very good iden of some of the
things that arc the maller with Ihg Ger
many. |

I am, ulos! an involuntary dweller in
the Kuaiser's Ulnh eolony.  Although [
have lived in this country for many vears
I am one of thn many who negleeted 10
swear allegianes to it, and now 1 am pay-
ng the pennlly for my negleet. But if
anything was necewary (o make me n
loyal Americun, to eslrange me forever
{rom the land of my birth, thia sojourn in
the barbed cage is the best Jamonstration,

Spirit of Cermany Is Plaia.

Aitee one enters the gales of the in
ternment enmp it beromes obvious imme-
dintely that the spirit of Oermany has
boen syslemuticully earried out. The main
street Las been named by the prisoncrs
Unter den Linden, alter Berlin's prinef
gl avenne. There is a Kaiser Wilhelm
strwsse, w Hindenburg platz, a Gesund-
brinnen (fountain of health), o Sieges
allee (Vietory uvenue) and even a Bolshe
viki Pliza.

The milikary suthanties in charge of
the enmp look indulgently on. The men
within the fenco are ont of barwm's reach.
Their nelivities, as one of the officers ex-
pressend i, wre “genm that must be shuat
off"

Therelore 11 s & rommon oeourrence
that while the militury band on the hill
plays “The Star Spangled Banner” an
enthusiastic crowd of ‘prisoners sings
“Dentschland,” Deotechlund ueber Alles”
to the necompaniment of a rickety piano
operated by a largre music teacher with a
blond mnstache.

There are vow about 600 men interned
in the camp, and every day the number
inereased. Althooagh most of the inmates
have been in Amorica many years a large
percentage of them «bill ching tenaciously
to (eemauy—at least with their tongues.

Piut of they were given an opportunily

" right now to return Uo the land of their
idealz 05 per eont. of them would beg on
their bended knees 1o be permitied (o re-
main here.  In the slill of the evenings,
when no one listens, one of the favorite
topiva of conversation is the matter of de-
portation, and deportalion seems to be
the bogy man of the eamp.

Strict Distinctions of Class.

OF German types there are many in the
Fort Douglas prison camp. The observer
15 at onee struck by the siriet class con-
science that prevails throughont the mus-
tard eolored barracks and in all the camp

activities. Titles may be found in abun-
dance.  Counts, barons, professors, doe-

tora and members of Germany's lowest
grade of nuhilily designated by the pre-
fix “von" are seattered throughout the
place, Many of (he so-called aristocrats
are plainly impostors.  But they cling to
their fairy tales with u tenacity that is
astonishing.

The peer of (he eamp mnobility is the
worthless son of n well known family of
eounls in Prussin. He is looked up to by
the other men, or at least most of the other
men, with an awe thal amounls alwost to
worship. Tlis exploits since he eame o
Amerien lave been often told by news-
paper headlines both in the United States
and in Canada, where his attempts at
frenzied finanes would have provoked the
envy of o Wallingford.

“The Kaiser's American agent™
dubbed by the reporters.

The lezend was that he was sent to this
eountry to invest the Emperor's money
m Lhe colossal resourees of Ameriea. He
had 40.000.000 mark= of roval funds, it

lie was
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wis !‘."lmrhwi, wiwl muny more {housnaods
belonging to prinees of the blosd and
members of the court. How mueh of this
is trne I do not know. But | do know
that this aristoerat failed both m the muh-
tary academy and in the German army
and that he was sent to the United States
by the Kniser's wish and that of his fam-
ily, “to make a man of himself”

When he was srrested le was praeti-
cally down to his last dollar, and .lus
siraits were so bad that be had previously
wold hig Tarniture and even the few books
which he called his own. That this man
is really a dangerous enemy is eertaing that
he had conmections with the fatherlund
which lie ussd aguind the welfare of the
United States is also sure.  This son of a
count is (he chiel trouble maker iu the
camp, und many of the disturbanees which
oeeur can be traced directly o hius, _

The officers in charge have triod repeat-
edly to subdue him. Tle is & regular
lodger in the gunrd house. Bread and
water diels are nothing new to lam. Dot
in spite of all he insists on fluoding the
Swiss Legation, the lemporary represenia-
tive of the German Government in the
Uniled States, with eomplaints of theg
most trivinl sature, and his ehief jov is
te harass and torment the anthorities.

Allied Himself With the L. W. W.

Although & typiral German anistoerat,
with all the arronganee, the snobbishness,
the eonceit of the breed, he allied him-
self soon after his armival with the most
turbnlent element in the eamp, the L. W.
W. And, strangely coougl, these wen,
who deéry all rights of class and herstage,
were glad enough (o necept his leadorship
and under his guidance lo be ns obsbreper
oug ns mb!&.

A pleasant pastime of {m I. W, W,
was o sing anii-Ameriean songs whenever
an officer or soldier wus in hearing dis-
tanee, and one of their favorile ditties
was dimigned partienlarly to insalt the ex
eeutive officer of 1he camp. e stomd il as
long ns he desently could, but sl lasi
remedial measures had Lo be laken, The
dreaded guardhouse or “loch™ (hole), as
the Germans eull ity hid some Tittle effect,
And when a eompany of men was made to
stand in the snow for several hours, that
company tho beenme n erowd of preity
ol Guermans.

The grestest dicgrace here is to be
called an “Ameriean™ it is equal fo be-
ing ostracized, shid be who tries to eon-
vinee his fellow prizoners that the United
States is a pood dand, that its cuuse 15
just and thal Germany will be beaten is
steadily in danger of bodily injury.

It is pectiling thal thess who shout loud-
est For Germany are men who have dove
least for their fatheriand, for whom Ger-
muny lns done wothing beyond giving
them birth—men who for years have made
their homes and a comforiable living in
the United States.

There is, for instanee, n yonng German
Jew who has lived in Americs abouat eight
years, | mention the facl that he is a Jew
merely beeanse he is of the type which
wis always subject to the vilest moti-Se-
mutic sentiments in Germany. This fellow
at the time of his arrrest was an advertis-
ing wan with a good American income,
He is engaged to an American girl who is
loyal to him, wriles Lo him regularly and
expresses her convietion that he is loyal
to her country. Not long ago he delivered
s vehement oration against the United
States.

“I bave found out where my place in
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life 18" he shouted, his little chest swell-
inge vut like that of a pouter pigeon. “It
1 in Germany, the land of the brave and
the free, the Jund of my fathers and fore-
fathers”  And among the cheers of his
fellow prisoners be strutled off into the
mess hall.

After dinner | asked him whether he
really intended lo go back to Germany
after tho war.

“Of course,” he said.

“Did you serve in the German srmy 1™

“Yeu"

“Did yon report for service when the
war broke outT”

“No™

“Then do you reulize thai tweniy-four
hours after you land in the country of
your futhers and forefathers you will be
arrested as a deserter and put in prison ™

Now thot fellow had absolutely no in-
tention to go back after the war., But
when I am around he does not shout so
much any more. However, whenever my
back is turned T know that hf"apﬂlkﬁ about
me as the “Amerean.™ -

Another signifieant inesdent happencd
a week or o agn.

A prisoner had died in the eamp hos-
pital.  The next morning a fine oak jebflin
wits sent down from the qua -
stores, uodd in the aflernoon a quartermas-
ter's wagun carried the corpse to the forl
cemetery, where the German was buried
side by wide with the Ameriean soldier
dead. A United States Captain went along
to the grave, a guard of soldiers and
twelve of the interned men as pallbearers.

As soon as the eortege had left the eamp
uin angry protest went the rounds.

“Why did they nol send s hearse?” was
the questins.  And the suthorities wore
seewsed of having sent a dirl wagon o
curry awny their commde—a deliberuto
isndt to the prsoners and to Germany!
Oge of (he lwelve pallbearers even stepped
vut of the mnks and berated the Captain
before bis own soldiers, o serious breach
of all diseipline, etiqueile and politeness.

Virulent Letter Written to Swiss.

1t was expluned by the offieers that
the burisl was done exactly as in the
cusn of a dead American soldier who bhad
no lunds (o pay for n more elaborate
funeral.  The explsnalion was not se-
copted. A virulent Jetier (signed st the
liwad by the sou of a count) was wrilten
to the Swis Legution and an apology was
demanded.

And yel the very day of the funeral
the prisoners held a “turnfest” (ath-
letic festival) ool more than a hundred
foel from the chupel where their dead com-
rade lay. There were shouting and sing-
ing, baseball and vaulting, runaing and
sotfing up exercises.

An amusing bit of psyehology is the
assumption of peity authority om the
part of the prisoners who have been
plaeed in charge of the various barraeks
und who have been given other eamp jobs.

You should see these men, with all the
clon of a German “unter offizier.” They
issne edietz and orders of all sorts. And
it is never “plesse”, or “if you will” It
is always “you must,” “yon are ordered.”
And the word “verboten,” so dear to the
German heart, is in constant use. They
summon their men with police whistles,
they strut with the swagger step of a
Oerman corporal and aet with all the ri-
dicalous verve of a Prussinn superior.

Wihat a contrast to the military but
courieous mode of intercourse between
the Ameriean offieers and the inferas!

in UTAH.
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As n matter of faet, it is really remavite-
able how little fecling seems fo exisd :
among the oMicers and -'u.mh ngmn‘ “ ‘ J
prisoners. [ have never experienced any |
suech indigmities as have bugnpottﬂfv N
British and French prisoners who .’g :
caped from German prison camps. K I8
have never heard of an American offiees
spitling into a German's face, nor of @ |
soldier hitting a prisoner with the bult
of a rifle. -9

And when sn Ameriean soldier wants
to treat a prisoner decently be does mot
have to take him behind the bairacks or &
sneak about it. Trestment in camp de--
pends enlirely on the man's own bee =
havior.

Treated With Kindness and Respect.

If a prisover ohserves the rules he is
ireated with Kkindness and respeet. n
be is unruly and suffers from the hﬂﬂ-
nation that the Kaiser will pumal,
avenge every wrong, imaginary or otheps
wise, that is done to lus dear overseas
subject he is quiekly given the opportu-
nity to see the errar of his ways, Some-
times that is done by diseiplinary meas-
ures, but often the executive officer takes
the tronhle of talking to the man and try- \ A
ing to change his ideas. !

More than onee the officers and sole’ -
diers have gone out of their way to do ¥
favors for me and other prisoners. More |5
than once fellow prisoners of mine have |
gone out of their way to make life harder I
and more misernble for me. o

I say this with no intention of flatter-
ing any one or of eriticising any one else,

I say it in fairness to those who are sap- I
posed to be our enemies and whose dew

cepcy anid seme of justice, to my mind, |
are dmrarn-r:t-ho of the whole Ameriean |
nation. :

A few evenings ago T was m 1
outside of my harrack. One of the ser- | 0
geanis wus esling niee, ripe, fresh chere
ries out of & bag. T do not know what ex-
pression was on miy face, But the ser
geant sid :

b

I
“Tamg lime simee yon've had cherri

|
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“T should say s0,” was my answer. And
the soldier msistod that T take half of his
fruit. The men in the same offies hvﬁ
repeatedly given us fruit, ecigareites, |
matehes and many other little things for =
which they hiad paid out of their own not | 8
oo ample wages. [

Of courw, they are nol all Like that, |
There are “grouelies™ everywhere. there
are always bud exeeptions Lo n good rule.
Undoubledly some of the little men conld =
be more polite; but soldiering is not & =
parlor game, and ten to (wenty years in |
the serviee are bound to spoil a2 man's
company rmanners somewhat, s
Tu be continued in next Sunday's Svs. | 5

Patriotism Paints a Trunk |
“A 1 about this time T had intended,™
said the eheerful man, “to buy -
myself a new trunk, my old trunk bo
ginning to look rather shabhy. [ 5
“But when T came to look the old t. (5
over I found that it was still rugged snd =
serviceable, and =0 the money with whieh
I had intended to buy a trunk I diverted
to a Liberty bond.
“I didhowever, blow myself to a eam =
of paint, and with that I painled the old
trunk, making it look almest as
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